
  
Meet   the   Penguins!  

Check   out   8   of   the   world’s   18   penguin   species.   Crazy   “hairdos”   and  
funny   personalities   are   only   a   couple   of   the   things   that   make   them  

more   than   just   black   and   white!  

 

Rockhopper  
Both   northern   and   southern   rockhopper   penguins   are   expert  
climbers.    They   use   their   sharp   claws   to   hop   and   scramble   up  
steep   cliffs   to   nest.    The   two   species   live   in   the   subantarctic.  
Only   Northern   Rockhoppers   are   endangered.  



 

Adélie  
Adélie   penguins   must   win   a   deadly   game   of   freeze   tag   while  
crossing   thin   ice   in   Antarctica.    Leopard   seals   lurk   below,  
watching   for   movement.    If   an   Adélie   sees   the   predator,   it  
“freezes”   until   danger   passes.  

 

Royal  
Royal   penguins   spend   about   four   months   each   year   eating  
and   sleeping   at   sea.    Somewhere   between   Australia   and  
Antacrtica.  

 

King  
Adult   king   penguins   act   as   if   they   really   are   royalty.    The   never  
run   anywhere,   as   if   they   have   all   the   time   in   the   world.    Chicks  
look   so   different   that   scientists   once   thought   they   were   a  
separate   species,   which   the   called   wooly   penguins.  



 

Gentoo  
When   a   gentoo   parent   returns   from   hunting   in   subantarctic  
seas   it   races   away   from   its   chicks   but   hungry   chicks   will   follow.  
Once   a   chick   is   full   it   won’t   bother   chasing   its   parent   anymore.  

 

Emperor  
Emperor   penguins   are   the   largest   species   which   are   as   tall   as  
a   7   year   old   kid.    They   can   dive   1853   feet   straight   down   and  
hold   their   breath   up   to   22   minutes.  



 

Macaroni  
Every   October,   about   18   million   Macaroni   penguins   nest   on  
hillsides   and   cliffs   of   Antarctic   and   Subantarctic   shorelines.  
Macaronis   have   the   largest   population   of   all   penguins.  

 

Chinstrap  
Noisy,   messy,   rock-stealing,   flipper-slapping   Chinstraps   have  
gigantic   penguin   personality   stuffed   into   a   small   body.    They  
are   so   loud   it’s   impossible   to   have   a   conversation   near   a  
rookery.  

 
 
 
 



Looking   at   the   above   penguins   use   the   following   questions   to   help   you  
learn   more   about   them.    Use   book   creator   to   compile   a   fact   file   and  
present   it   to   your   class.  
 

1. What   are   the   differences   between   King   and   Emperor   penguins?  
What   are   their   similarities?  

2. Are   Rockhoppers   endangered?   Why?  
3. What   are   the   differences   between   Macaroni   and   Royal   penguins?  

What   are   their   similarities?  
     4.   Make   a   list   of   pros   and   cons   of   being   friends   with   a   Chinstrap   
         Penguin.  
     5.   If   you   could   choose   between   being   a   Gentoo   or   an   Adélie   penguin   
         which   would   you   choose   and   why?   
 
Tip:  
● Use   pictures   drawings   and   diagrams   to   support   your   answers  

where   possible.  
 


